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mendations in every mans eye, as her beautie was not only praysed in the countrey, but also spoken of in the Court: yet such was her submisse modestie, that although her praise daily increased, her mind was no whit puffed up with pride, but humbled her selfe as became a country mayde and the daughter of a poore sheepheard. Every day she went forth with her sheepe to the field, keeping them with such care and diligence, as al men thought she was verie painfull, defending her face from the heat of the sunne with no other vale, but with a garland made of bowes and flowers ; which attire became her so gallantly, as shee seemed to bee the Goddesse Flora her selfe for beauty.
Fortune, who al this while had shewed a frendly face, began now to turne her back, and to shewe a lowring countenance,   intending  as  she had  given Fawnia a slender checke, so she would give her a harder mate : to bring which to passe, she layd her traine on this wise.    Egistus had but one only son called Dorastus, about the age of twenty yeeres: a prince so decked and adorned with the gifts of nature : so fraught with beauty and vertuous qualities, as not onely his father joyed to have so good a sonne, and al his commons rejoyced that God had lent them such a noble Prince to succeede in the Kingdom.   Egistus placing al his joy in the perfection of his sonne : seeing that he was now mariage-able, sent Embassadors to the king of Denmarke, to intreate a mariage be-tweene him and his daughter, who willingly consenting, made answer, that the next spring, if it please Egistus with his sonne to come into Denmarke, hee doubted not but they should agree upon reasonable conditions.   Egistus resting satisfied with this friendly answer, thought  convenient in the meane  time to breake with his sonne : finding therefore on a day fi opportunity, he spake to him in these fatherly tearmes : VOL. iv^1)                                               r>